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F Captain Mn, Sc. I be- 
an to reflect how difficult and 


F almoſt. impoſſible a Taſk it is for 
Man to preſerve that, ineſtimable 


üble to filch that precious Jewel. The Ma 
cious gfows pale and wan at the Proſperity, if 
revives again at the Adverſity or Loſs of C 
racter of another, and often to revenge a real 
ſuppoſed Affront offer'd him by one whom 
fears to contend with in publick, has immedi 
-recourſe to Calumny and Detraction, and il 
from his dark Receſs his poiſonous Venom, if 
only on the Offender, but on all ſuch who hai 
any Relation to, Friendſhip for, or DependaniiiM 
on, him. The Quixot who is a ſort of Enthulll 
aſt in Honour, and I think the moſt excuſalii 
of the three, as he is actuated by a diſtempedi 
Brain, never meddles with any but milit: 
Men, and tho* he may do ſome Injury to a ge 
Name, among the unthinking, yet he cannot e 
tirely blaſt it, his Notions being too romantiꝗ 
and chimerical. He is only angry, deſpiſes at 
reviles you, becauſe you don't, like himſelf, ta 
a Windmill for a Man, and engage it till you 
convinced of you Error by your Bones bei 
broke. And this is the only Way as I concei 
to bring one of this Caſt to his Senſes. + 
The Laws of our Country have ſo tender Wi 
Regard for the Reputation and Character of evil 
ry Individual, that a Man (even the meaneſt WM 
mongſt us) — Yo put upon his Trial for Wi 
ſuppoſed Crime, till the Grand Jury (which g 
nerally conſiſts of the beſt Men of the Count; 
have found a Bill, and which is never done ui 
til they have upon Evidence ſome good Reaiql 
to imagine, the Party accuſed, may be poſſibul 
guilty. The Deſign of which is to prevent a8 
Perſon being expoſed to a publick Trial, up 
which, tho' his Innocence and Character app<l 
never ſo clear, ſome little Stain might unhag 
pily remain. But notwithſtanding this — | 
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og 
| mich the Laws have fix'd between our good 
es and Perſons of the Enguirer's Stamp, we 
ind the Conduct, good Name, and Character 
[of an Officer, a Gentleman, a Man of Repu- 
ation, who tho? tried and honourably acquitted 
5 a proper Court, a Court-Martial compoſed of 
bentlemen of undoubted Honour, Integrity, and 
Ability) enquired into, taken away, and aſpers'd : 
Nay the Rancour and Malice of the Enquirer has 
arried him fo far as to inſinuate, that the Evi- 


nen, of whom the Court conſiſted, are by him 
ſlified and called Knaves and Fools. Whe- 
ber the Enquirer be the Proud, the Malicious, 
r the Quixot, or a Compound of all, will beſt 
pear by examining into the Enquiry ? Which 
| ſhall attempt to do with the utmoſt Impartiali- 
h not with a View of clearing the injur'd 
bentleman's Character, and juſtifying his Con- 
ct, which I think to be unneceſſary and imper- 
nent, ſince all unprejudiced Perſons, as well as 
elf muſt be ſatisfy*'d, that that has been al- 
lady ſufficiently done by the Judgment of the 
Curt-Martial, and which had he been try'd upon 
a Impeachment before our moſt auguſt Aſſem- 
ly and dernier Reſort of Juſtice, the He of 
'—s, would have been equally liable to have 
ken again enquir'd into, and cenſured by the 
reſent Emquirer, or any other anonymous Au- 
or, and their L. ps, in all Probability, 
Tated with no greater Reſpect than the Gentle- 
ten of the Court-Martial. I ſhall, I ſay, enter 
mo this Examination with no other View but to 
make appear the Falſhoods and malicious Inten- 
Not e Enquirer, who under the Sanction of 
[pretended Zeal for his Country, lays about him 
Ke Drawcanfir in the Rebęarſal, attacks with- 
| out 


W 


fences on the Trial are perjur'd, and the Gentle- 
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. „ 
out Diſtinction all who come in his Way, 
Court, the Perſon try'd, the Evidence, nay 
poor French Officer (a Priſoner) and as if tl 
were not enough to encounter, he has the 
| 1517 to lug in a noble P—-r, no way concer 
in the Affair, in hopes, no doubt, that while 
was throwing ſo much Dirt ſome little mig 
. to light on his L — p: His Reaſon WM 
ſo doing he beſt knows, and which ſome oth( 
may poſſibly gueſs at, ſo ſoon as I ſhall have 
little clear'd the ſhallow Water in which he li 
and has, like an Eel, made ſo muddy, in ordifi 
by miſleading and puzzling his Purſuers to co 
ceal himſelf, and out of which I ſhall endeave 
.and hope to draw him to publick View, and 
order to it I ſhall begin with the Examination 
OH © ©, Ap | 
The Znguirer ſets out with a ſeeming Lame 
tation, Telling us there was a Time, tho' it Wl 
* ** ſome what beyond the Reach of moſt of of 
5 Memories.“ (enough to make a Quixot lameni 
and which, if he repreſents truly, we have req; 
ſon to rejoice is paſt, and the like I hope E 
gland will ne'er ſee again) when our Flee 
according to. him were commanded by Me 
as - {ſelf-ſufficient and mad as himſelf, w 
never refuſed to engage with the Enemy wal 
<< the Difference never ſo great, the Weathe | 
< never ſo boiſterous, the Reaſon of the Thang 
< at firſt ſight never ſo diſadvantageous.“ The 
laſt Words I believe no one can readily under 
ſtand, however to ſave the Enquirer the. troubl 
of explaining himſelf, which perhaps he may n 
thank me for, I ſhall take it for granted he in 
tended to have ſaid, did the Thing at firſt ſign 
appear (according to Reaſon) never ſo diſad 


vantageous, or in other Words did the Thing | 
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. fit ſight appear unreaſonable, notwithſtand- 
Wie which (as good Luck would have it,) he tells 
en the Phraſe of Czar, we came, ſaw and 
Wanquered. I would beg leave to aſk the Eugui- 
„, whether ſuch Commanders, if any ſuch there 
Wyr:re, who acted contrary to Reaſon, yet were 
upply ſucceſsful, did not deſerve Cenſure for 
Wicic Raſhneſs? And whether himſelf (ſhould 
WT i cver have the Honour to command a Sqa- 
ton) which by the likg Conduct ſhould be taken 
Wi deſtroyed by the Enemy, — 
e night plead his being work'd up to Sir E 
ar Howard's Courage, a Courage even to Mad- 
is) would not well deſerve to be H—d? I 
W obſerved that the Enquirer ſeem'd to lament the 
WT Diſtance of Time in which ſuch Heroic 
WT tions (for ſo I ſuppoſe he eſteems them) were 
eerform'd, and therefore to comfort him ſhall 
ze an Inſtance, not ſomewhat beyond the 
each of moſt of our Memories, but freſh in 
he Memory of all; an Inſtance in theſe Days; 
of a Britih Commander ſo far from refuſing 
o fight an Enemy at odds, when he met 
them, that he no ſooner knew there were 
ſich to be found but at all Events he engag'd 
em: An unhappy Inſtance of a brave Officer 
nhoſe gallantry (by the Effect of an unlucky 
Fall on his Head) “ was work*d up to a Courage 
that roſe even to Madneſs, and which it is very 
likely induced this unfortunate Gentleman to 
tink of ** diſtending the Honour of England 
like the light of the Sun; I don't doubt but 
| ſhall be eaſily underſtood here to mean Captain 


* He ſometime before the Action fell down a Ladder on 
board the Princeſs Amelia, pitch'd on his Head, and as was ſup- 
des d hurt his Brain. | . = 


— 


1 9 
1 ͤ who commanded the - one if 
his Majeſty's beſt Ships of War, which was b 
Means of. this frantic Courage, put as it wer 
into the Enemies Hands. It this were a gallan 
Action, and I am ſure it has all the Enquire” Wl 
Marks of one, fo far as relates to the Captain 
lave Succeſs, how comes the Enquirer to gf 
back beyond the Reach of moſt of our Memo 
ries to find one? Or does he judge of Action 
by Events and would have them rewarded and 
puniſh'd accordingly? If ſo, and it was in hi 
Power to do both, it's poſſible that ſome Gen 
tlemen who within our Memories have had noo 
the leaſt Commands in the M-] and - 
1, might inſtead of being idoliz'd be For 
however well concerted their Schemes may have 
been, and as prudently executed, it cannot be ſaid M 
they always came, ſaw and conquer'd, But 
perhaps the Enguirer's Reaſon for not taking 
notice of this unfortunate Gentleman's Courage 
might be a Report ſpread that he was in Liquor 
at the Time of the Action, and therefore not 
thinking a Courage ariſing from thence, or poſ- 
ſibly from a Phrenſy or Delirium, occaſioned 
by the Hurt he received on his Head before 
mentioned, to be of the ſame Nature with his 
darling Courage; he the Enquirer might chuſe Wi 
to go ſo far back for Examples. To remove 
this Difficulty and that he may be able to ſhew WW 
in his next Performance there was cotemporary Wl 
with him one Man of Courage, and may cele- 
brate his Memory accordingly ; I here put him 
in Mind, and am ſure upon mature Conſidera- 
tion, himſelf as well as all my Readers will agree 
| with me, that the Courage he is ſo fond of, and 
ſeems to him ſo neceſſary for all Sea-Officers, 


byt which none I hope have (fave himfelf) 2 
| 5 | Courage 
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Wcurage which riſes even to Madneſs, and there- 
Wire muſt neceſſarily deprive the Poſſeſſor of his 
iaſon, is the ſame and of equal Efficacy, 
W;icther it proceed from Pride, a Knock on the 
lie, or a proper Quantity of ſtrong Liquor; and 
Wi Sort of Courage I call Quixotiſm, and the 
Wippy Poſſeſſors Quixots. I would be far from 


WT cry or Character of any brave or gallant Offi- 
cr, and to make appear that what I have ſaid 


ate, whom the Enquirer would perſuade us 
v have been a Quixot, I ſhall beg the Reader 
pobſerve, that that Admiral (the Engliſb and 
busch being then at Peace) did not endeavour 
= © to find out an Enemy of. ſuperior Force and 
(at all Events to engage them3?*? But did as any 
Admiral, or commanding Officer would, I pre- 
ſme at this Time, under the ſame Circumſtan- 


ces do. | | 
The Caſe was; On the 19th of May, 1652, the 


of 40 Sail, bearing down on Admiral Blake, 
then lying in Dover Road with 15 Sail ; Blake 
fired thrice at his Flag; upon which the Dutch 
Admiral returned abroad-ſide and an Engagement 
enſued. ' Blake before the Action _ being 
joined with 8 Sail more obtained a Victory. 
Vid. the Lives of the Admirals, Vol, 2 Page 151. 

As J obſerved before that I would be far from 
endeavouring to take from the Character of any 


attempting bold and heroick Actions, where Rea- 


ſon guides: But why it ſhould be laid aſide in 


1 


tie conducting naval Actions, and Phrenzy or 
Madneſs eſtabliſh'd in its Place, I muſt own, F 


(who am a Landman) cannot conceive. It is a 


Doctrine 


odeavouring to depreciate or take from the Me- 


an no way reflect on the Character of Admiral 


Dutch Admiral Van Tromp with his Fleet upwards - 


gallant Officer, ſo neither would I diſcourage the 
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LT 
Doctrine I am well aflur*d our Land-Officers : 
not taught, nor ever were; they by their C 
rage, it's true, have ſurmounted the great 
Difficulties, and gain'd ſuch Victories as wa 
they. not too well known to be diſputed, wo 
appear romantick and incredible; but then td 
heroick Actions were conducted by Reaſon in ti 
General and Officers, tho* probably in gre 
Meaſure effected by the exceflive Courage, or a 
moſt Rage or Madneſs of the common Merl 
which, I am of Opinion, ſhould never il 
check'd, while they keep within Bounds of Obe 
dience to their Commanders. 
I believe none, ſave the Exguirer, and ſuch wh 
like him are-blinded by Pride, Envy, or Quiz 
otiſm, or allof them, but will allow the late glorifſf 
ous Duke of Mzrlborough to have been one of th 
greateſt Generals that ever England, or perhap 
the World has produced; and what was his Cha 
racter? A Character given him by a Prince thi 
molt capable of judging and diſcerning, our lata 
Sovereign King William the Third, of immortal 
Memory; it was, That be had a cool Head and ai 
warm Heart, and that it was a very juſt one hi 
whole Conduct made appear; the greateſt andi 
moſt ſudden Difficulties never diſcompoſed him. 
Reaſon always kept her Seat, and what his cool 
Head dictated, his warm Heart cauſed him vigo- 
rouſly to proſecute, and thus vigorouſly proſecut- 
ing he was ever victorious. . Here the Honour of W 
England ſhone bright as the Sun in it's meridian WW 
Luſtre; this, this is a Picture of true Cou- 
rage, how unlike (it's oppoſite) Quixotiſm is 
plainly viſible ; and this is the Courage, every 
Officer ought to have, and without which (not- 
withſtanding Sir Edward Howard's or the En- 
guirer's Thoughts) nothing is to be effected in ma- 


ritime 
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rAnceſtors, as well by Sea as Land, gain'd ſuch 


„ ly nl a Io 
[ſhall now make ſome Reflections on a Rule 


iphting two of her equal Force, but might 


biſhment in our Laws, but is very well eſta- 


rhich, at firſt ſight they ſeem to be, the ſingle 
Hip being thrown into a proper Diſpoſition, 


kin'd this would be leading the Reader away 


Wnt) which is to impoſe an implicit Belief on 
Wo, that wo 10 one in Sea-fighting is no great 
s; I am ſure it is allow'd to be ſo at Foot- Ball, 
nd [ take it to be ſo in all Caſes ; but he tells you 


Wipofition, Tho? I am no Seaman, . and there- 


tion of Ships, yet I can conceive as well as any 
men of them all; that the 2 9 Ships may be 


gle one, and J believe it won't be deny d, that 
Enemy knows how to do ſo as well as we. 
but then the ſingle Ship is te be ſufficiently 
unnd; be it ſo; and pray are not the two Ships 
e ſufficiently mann'd? if not, . 

| Ul» 


E Affairs; this too is the Courage by which 
won, and which I truſt, © in theſe. our Days 
aud ſay all) thoſe! Gentlemen who have the 
our of ſerving his Majeſty and their Country 
WE: Eneuirer tells us is faid to be in the Navy, 
fat one of our Ships of War ſhould not refuſe 
mn from three; this Rule has no Eſta- 
biſh'd in Honour and Reaſon; it being well 


nderſtood by every experiencd Seaman, that 
wo Ships againſt, one, are not the great Odds, 


ud being ſufficiently mann' d. e e this 
dere, would only be leading the Reader away 
fom the main Point, Sc.“ That to have ex- 


bm his, the Euquirem's, main Point (J readily - 


the ſingle Ship is to be thrown into a proper 


don't pretend to underſtand the proper Diſ- 


wn into a proper Diſpoſition as well as the 


— — 
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(ia) 
(ſufficiently. mann'd) imply, or they can mean 
thing) how are the two Ships each of equal Forced 
the ſingle Ship as at firſt ſuppoſed? And if they Ml 
not each of equal Force to t e ſingle Ship, what 
he made of this Rule which he ſays is ſo well el 
bliſh*d in Honour and Reaſon, and what beco 
of the Inference he was immediately to make fra 
it? ** That if one Britiſh Ship of War is oblie 
in Honour to fight two of the Enemy's WM 

3 78 Force, ſhe is at leaſt oblig*d to fight oi 
ot her equal Force; And that ſhe is oblig 

In Honour ſo to do (let what will become of ii 
Inference) no body pretends to deny. But it plain 
| r by the Evidence at the Court - Martial, (ad 
the contrary is not pretended even by the Enguire 
tho by his Inference he would maliciouſly ſugge 
it) that the H-—a C. had not an Opportunii i 
at any Time to fight one Ship of equal For: 
but that had ſhe come to Action it muſt have beq 
with two, one of equal, the other of ſuperior Forq 
to her: ſo that let the Rule of Two to One hol 
good or not, the Z-—z-C-—t is out of the Caſſ 
| cannot before I take my Leave of this Rulꝗ 
faid to be ſo well eſtabliſh'd in Honour and Rea 

fon, and which the Enquirer (by endeavouring i 

ſoften that it might go glibly down with mo 

Reader, in order maliciouſly to reflect on Captailf 

M————z's Conduct) has I think deſtroyed. 

can't help, I ſay, recommending it as proper t 

be inſtilled into the Minds of our common Men 

but when an Officer who commands is once firm 

Iy perſuaded of the Reaſonableneſs of it, (which 

think few can be) *tis more than two to one tha 

ſome time or other he will find himſelf fatally mi 

Re. | 3 

Being no Seaman I. ſhall not attempt to meddl 

with the Sailing of the Ships, their tacking « 

veering, what Canvaſs they carried, whether — | 


(13) 

ere light or deep, crank or ſtiff, but ſhall pro- 
tate my Intention of bringing to light the Eu- 
Wir and his dark Actions; and in order thereto 


7 MW ul conſider his Remarks on the Evidence, and 


Why where the Senſe of any of them has been per- 
ned, and where any Part hath been deſignedly 
mitted ; but as it comes firſt in my Way, I ſhall 
gt touch upon his ſcandalous and malicious Re- 
tion on the Court-Martial; A Court-Mar- 
"tial, ſays the Enquirer, not willing or perhaps 


. WH" able to aſk any other Queſtions but ſuch as a 


prepared Evidence were inſtructed to anſwer.” 
And again, That the Court-Martial either 
" knew or deſired to know as little as the Delin- 
* quent did to act.“ Here is ſuch a ſcandalous 
ud malicious Defamation of two of our Admi- 
ns and 15 Captains of our Ships of War, of which 
that Court was compoſed, that perhaps the hike 
Iaſtance cannot be produced. He, in effect, calls 
them Knaves and Fools; and as all thoſe Gentle- 
men were ſworn to do Juſtice, does little leſs than 
charge them with Perjury , and for what Reaſon, 
unleſs that they with great Juſtice, and upon full 
Evidence, approv'd of the Conduct of a Gentle- 
nan with whom he is pleaſed to be angry for 
not being a Quixot like himſelf 
The Evidence, he tells us with a Sneer, were all 
of a Tone, a prepared Evidence. That the Evi- 
dence were all of a Tone, 1 readily grant, as all 
true Evidence muſt be, who ſpeak of the fame 
Thing, Time, or Action. As fer Example, Sup- 


poſe fifty, or a greater Number of Officers or 
Foremaſt-men, or both, were to be examined up- 
on Oath, touching the Hampton-Court's being in 
Company when Admiral Balchen was unhappily 
loſt, and her lying along at that Time; every one 
of the Evidences, tho they might expreſs — 
8 | | | ELVES 


( 14 ) 
ſelves in different Manners, ſome ſay more, oth 
leſs, ſome ſeemingly contradictory to each oth 
yer they all would and muſt: be in one Tou 
which would amount to this Truth, That at . 
Time Sir Jobn Balchen was loſt, the Hamptoff 
Court, was not in Company, nor did lie along, (Wi 
being then moor'd at Spzthead ; as ſhe moſt certaiii 
ly was, and many Hundreds there are who can tt 
ſtify the Truth of it. 3 14 
Now I would farther beg Leave to ſuppoſe th 
ſome one or other of thoſe Evidences being poſi 
bly very tender of his Oath, and therefore mig 
ſay ſhe was at that Time at Spithead, and did 1M 
along a little (as I am told Ships will always di 
in hard Gales, tho' at Anchor or moor'd in a Roa 
or Port.) Another perhaps, that ſhe was at An 
chor at that Time at Sp:thead, and did not lie alon 
at all, and give for Reaſon, ſhe had no Sail ſe 
A third, that ſhe was, when the Victory was loſt 
moor'd at Spit head, and was upright (I am inform 
there is a Difference between being moored and af 
Anchor.) A fourth, that at the Time the fir 
Rate was loſt, he was on board the Hampton 
Court at Spithead with one Mr. Trant, the ſecond 
Lieutenant of her, who he knows to be a good 
Seaman, a Man of Honour, and above ſaying, 
much more ſwearing, a Falſhood to ſerve any 
Man, but that the Ship was not quite upright. W 
Would it not plainly appear upon this Evidence, 
notwithſtanding the Aferent _ Expreſſions and 
ſeeming Contradictions, that at the Time Sir John 
Balchen was loſt, ' the Hampton-Court was not in 
Company, nor did lye along, but that ſhe was 
actually at Spithead and upright, as not being under 
Sail, and could any one pretend to cenſure or 
3 the Veracity of the Evidence (ſave the 
Enquirer) and endeavour to ſhew that the — 
55 ou 


(15) 

art was not at Spithead when Sir Fobn Balchen 
a loſt? This Fact being granted, the very good 
WW formation come to the Enquirer's Hands (Page 
Wi of the Enquiry) falls to the Ground, his Obſer- 


lion thereon is in the Dirt, and his Informer 


ton flat on his Back. The Information for the 
lader's eaſe is here inſerted, That when Mr. 
galcben, that truly brave gallant Officer, was 


EY unhappily loſt, the Hampton Court was then 


in Company, the Gale then much ſtronger, the 


of” Ships oblig'd to crowd Sail to clear the Caſters, 


. yet this Hampton- Court did not then lie along.“ 
WW ouſt beg the Reader's patience and ſhall (not- 


q (l anſtanding the Fire and Smoke of the Enguirer”s 


WT Maſquetry and Great Guns which follow at the 
WT Heels of the Information) make ſome little Stay 
Wk him one or two Queſtions ; as pray, Sir, 
nd you this ſame Information from ſome Officer 
a board any Ship that was in Company when Sir 
u Balcben was loſt,” or had you it from one on 
board any Ship at that Time at Sp:thead ? If from 
rither, I ſhall ſhrewdly ſuſpect you yourſelf to 
WT © your own Informer, and in that caſe, that you 


WT ive foiſted in this notorious Falfhood out of meer 


ly to a Gentleman, before whom, if I may 


| 8 page of your Reſolution by your Behaviour, you 


are no more appear, than. before that Honourable 
ne you mention, - ſhould you be commanded 
WT © to do, as being the Author of a falſe malicious 
and ſcandalous Libel. Hs . 
Strange it is that ſuch a Patriot, ſuch a Genius, 
(ch a Votary to Honour as you are pleaſed to 
ie yourſelf, (page 22.) ſhould- be guilty of ſo 
aandalous, ſo filly, ſo dirty, and diſhonourable 
a Aclion; and more ſtrange, that your. great 
city ſhould not diſcover with what caſe this 
f alhood would be found out. 5 
| 1 ͤmuſt 


they had ſworn, having teſtifyed nothing but ii 


{- 


Guns run out of them.” 
his Words thus, Believes they did not lye alon | | 
sat all, or very little, that their Lower Del 


And afterwards tells us, That by their Ship | 


Anſwer in behalf of this Evidence, that whether thei | 


it) but in plain Words, that he believes ſo, and : 


( 16 ) 
I muſt beg the Reader's Excuſe for this lo 
Digreffion and return to the Evidence at the Couli 
Martial, which the Enguirer, as I before 0 
ferv*d, calls a prepared Evidence. That it will 
a prepared Evidence I allow, but not in his Senſui 
their Depolitions were taken in Writing and ſwolf 
to as 1s always done before the Evidence appe 
in Court, they were therefore no doubt preparf 
and ready to anſwer any Queſtions relating to vH 


Truth. Tho? the Enquirer maliciouſly reflects 
the Evidence in general, yet he falls foul on ſon 
in particular, the firſt is Mr. Joſepb Mead, will 
being only one of the Maſter's Mates of the Han 
ton-Court, I don't wonder he is ſo free with: MM 
Mead being aſk'd if the two Ships lay along lil 
the Hampton-Court and Dreadnought ? Anſwelll 
they ſeemed not to lye along at all, or at lea 
very little, and that he believes they had thall 
5* Lee lower Deck Ports open, and ſome of the 


In order to miſlead his Readers and induce thei 
to believe this Gentleman perjur'd, he tranſpoſ 


*© Lee Ports were open, and had their Guns out 


* lying along they were upon a Wind, and b 
their being to Windward and abreaſt of ti 
Enemy they could not ſee whether their low 
Tier of Guns were out or not, and indeed ig 

<< all that is ſworn, is it poſſible they were. 


were or not it does not affect him, for that he has nol 
ſworn they were (tho? the Enquirer baſely infinuaton 


(17) 
believed wrong ('twill not anſwer the Zxquirer's 
ie Intention) he is not forſworn. But that he 
Wight believe right, (as alſo Lieutenant MacDonald 
io ſwears, he believes the Enemy had ſome of 
er Guns run out of their Lee Ports) I ſhall 
ing a Landman) with great Submiſſion offer 
ee following Reafons, | 
ol Firſt, the Hampton- Court being to Windward 
WT abreaſt of the Enemy, as is allow'd, I appre- 
Wind the Evidence might ſee through the Wea» 
ber- Ports that the Lee ones were open, and if ſo, 
fether che Lee-Guns were run out (or ſeeing 
Wt the Weather and Lee- Ports, might believe 
ey were out) which they could not have ſeen had 
ey not been abreaſt but aſtern. Secondly, As 
ot of the Evidence agree to the very upright 
Wing of the Enemy, it's probable they did run 
"Wat fome of their Lee Lower-Deck Guns, as well 
Es the Weather ones (at leaſt open ſome of their 
ee. Ports) in order (tho' they had at that Time 
s Uſe for thoſe Guns) to let the Hamplon- Court 
e what ſhe might expect if ſhe ſhould come to 
ion. Be this as it will, both theſe Gentlemen 
r clear from any Imputation of Guilt tho? (the 
rt) not from his Malice. Perhaps the Enquirer 
=: 2 firſt Lieutenant, and therefore favours his 
bother Officer, while he laſhes the Mate, this is 
little Partial, for they both ſwear the ſame thing. 
ball before I proceed further on the Evidence, 
HT form the Enquirer where he may find an Anſwer 
vo ſome Queſtions; which Anſwer he tells us the 
ation wants to know (page 8.) One would think 
bo muſt needs, moſt ſagacious Sir, have the 
Wy Minutes before you when you wrote the Enquiry, 
= you ſuppoſe (page 10.) the Reader will have 
buen he reads it, and if you had 'tis ſurpriſing. 
dat at the Time, when (as you ſay) the Nation 
= demands 


| „„ 
demands Juſtice (Page 22.) and *©* As there is 
Body but your ſelf that either dare, know ho 
or will Write on this Subject.“ That you, I f 
ſhould overlook the Depoſition of Mr. Van 
Lieutenant of Marines on board the Ham 
Court, and to which (notwithſtanding I fometimd 
uſe you a little roughly) out of my good Natur 
I refer you, and by which means you will U 
able to let the Nation know what Anſwer was of 
might be given to the important Queſtions (Sag 
8.) viz. Had you no Quarter-Deckinor For 
caſtle Guns to fire? Sure a little Experime 
** could not have done any Harm ? ” (None 
believe to the Enemy.) Lieutenant Vance depoſe 
as follows, viz, **-We- likewiſe haul'd up ou 
Mainſail and opened our aftermoſt Lower-PorriM 
into which we ſhipp*d ſuch Seas, that we wer 
** oblig*d to ſhat it again immediately; I at tha 
time laid down the Metal of one of our Chace 
** Guns, which we had got athwart Ships, upor 
*© the Forecaſtle, by Captain ' Orders in 
order to make a fighting Gun of it; and ac 
** cording to the beſt of my Judgment, ſhe would 
*© not have carried a Shot thirty or forty Yard 
from the Ship.“ And now, Sir, you have 
the Anſwer, pray will the Nation be fatisfy'4i 
with it? Or, in other Words, are you fatisfied *M 
If you are not, I am very ſenſible how tender 
the Nation will be of diſobliging ſo great a Pa- 
triot as yourſelf by approving of it. Since then 
I have been ſo complaiſant to you, be ſo kind Z 
as to let me know whether you did not in your 
Enquiry deſignedly omit taking Notice of Lieu- 
tenant Vancè's Depoſition, that you might have 
the Pleaſure of putting Queſtions and bringing 
the Nation to aſk for an Anſwer, which whenever 
you pleaſed you could help them to ? *I'will = 


| 
e 
| 
| 


Pagt} -- 

ebe for your Intereſt to own it, for ſhould-the 
e H—e you mention pleaſe to command 
WW. Attendance, and you venture out of your dark 
fress, and being as you ſay a Seaman, ſhould 
bout Fee or Reward, ** Put them into ſuch a 
Method of Enquiry as cannot fail of ſetting 
bis whole Affair in a true and ſatisfactory 
Light.“ You might have great Hopes of Pre- 
ment, and perhaps a F—g; whereas on the 
er Hand ſhould you acknowledge you careleſly 
Wd without deſign overlook'd it, you muſt bi 

len for a heedleſs Perſon not worthy of Notice, 
rlikely to put them into the Method you pro- 


Notwithſtanding my kind Advice to the En- 
Wie, 1 can't help being greatly diſpleas'd at his 
nel Treatment of Mr. Trant, ſecond Lieutenant 
the Hamplon-Court, who J never heard was re- 
id to any L—d ; but he may for ought I know, 
ein Favour with ſome Perſon: who is. This 
entleman, though he agrees with the Groſs of 
e Evidence, is by no Means to be credited; 
there muſt be ſome Quibble at the Bottom, it 
won't bear Water,” lays the witty Euguirer. 
r 1 ſhall ſhew that it will bear Fire, and like 

old looſe nothing of its Weight, . 
The Enguirer (Page 14.) · is ſorry that he can't 
Wie ſome of the Evidence for granted, that is, 
ee would inſinuate they are perjur'd ; particularly 
lat of Lieutenant Tyrant and William Valentine. 
WW hall new in due Time that they agree with the 
ct, and that there can be no Reaſon to object to 
ether of them. In the mean Time I hope Mr. 


t 


: Irant, won't be uneaſy, nor poor Vill caſt | 
r on. *Tis poſſible he may be related to ſome no- 
F lle Family, but if he be not, for his Comfort the 
i Enquirer has brought him, as well as his Officer 


Mr. Trant, into Company with a 5 x 


EE: : [ 20 ] | 
I T ſhall now proceed to ſnew that the EvideM 
are all of one Tone, as the Enquirer terms 
that is, that they are all true, tally and agree 
near each with the other, as we can poſſibly (i 
poſe ſeveral different Perſons can agree uf 
ſuch a Subject, whoſe Judgment muſt and if 
differ, as to the Time. any Thing can be x 
form'd in; the Motion. and Diſtance of Bod 
and in other Caſes where they can have no 
tain Rule to judge by, ſome forming their Ju 
ment one away, ſome another, yet all aiming 
Truth, and ſpeaking according to their ſeve 
Opinions. I ſhall begin with Mr. Trant's Dell 
Iition he being the Perſon moſt particularly ai 
At. 3 1 TX | 
Lieutenant Trant depoſes, that their Mal 
fail being haul'd up, they could not throw ali 
<© of their Shot half the Length of them.“ Bei 
examined by the Court, Believes when ſhe I 
© abreaſt of the Enemy, which he judges wil 
within Muſquet Shot of them, her Lee-Gulf 
s would not carry half the Diſtance to the 
Says he believes it would have been about 
„Hours e're the Dreadnought could have co 
up with them, had the Enemy continued wil 
their Mainſails up and ſmall Sails in. Says in 
«© Depoſition that the Dreadnought was avail 
three Miles aftern. ' „ _ 
One great Objection the Enguirer has to 
Trant's Evidence is, that when the Mainſail wil 
-hauPd up and within Muſquet Shot of the Eneny 
they could not reach her with any of their Lo 
Guns, becauſe the Ship lay along; if ſo he deſi 
to know how ſhe lay when the Mainſail was dow 
and the ſmall Sails ſet; and ſays, really Mr. Ta 
this won't bear Water. The Anſwer is abviou 
ſhe muſt certainly lye down ſomething more, vi 
that ſhe did lye down fo much with her Mainſail 


” 


1 
not to reach half way Mr. Trant ſwears he be- 

: = yes; and if hell pleaſe to look over Lieutenant 
de cs Depoſition, to which I have already referr'd 

; im, he'll find he ſays a Gun on the Forecaſtle 
ee s the beſt of his Judgment) would not at that 
; ſine have carry*d a Shot thirty or forty Yards, 
cas ic is not clear by the wording the Depoſi- 
ins of moſt of the reſt of the Evidence, whether 
4 the Time they made their Obſervation on the 
oa iss lying down, the Mainſail was up or down, 
0 i make no uſe of them to corroborate Mr. 
in's Evidence, tho? its probable moſt of them 
Wi when the Mainſail was up, as that was 
ie Time they expected and were moſt likely to 
Won: to Action, and I don't doubt would, had 
ey not been prevented by the lying down of the 
ip which render'd their Guns uſeleſs. 
WT | muſt however in order to juſtify William Va- 
Wine, whom the Enquirer has ſet up as a Mark 
j o be ſhot at, becauſe he could not believe a Lee- 
on on the Main Deck, at which he was quarter'd 
E would throw a Shot twenty Yards. I muſt, I ſay, 
| : o juſtify him, take Notice, that Lieutenant 
bince ſays a Gun on the Forecaſtle would not 
I Witrow one thirty or forty Yards; and as the 
borecaſtle Gun was conſiderably higher than chat 
: on the Main Deck, I think #/11's agrees very well 
wth the Lieutenant s Evidence, and ought to be 
aedited. And now a Word or two with the Eu- 
6 Wo” Pray, Sir, why would not you aſk the 
bond Lientenant of Marines how he came to be 
bo much wiſer than the ſecond Lieutenant of the 
* (who I'm told is his ſuperior Officer) in Re- 
lion to judging of Diſtance, as well as you did 
e ſecond Lieutenant of the Ship why he was ſo 
duch wiſer than the firſt in Relation to the judg- 
bs of Time? Was you not afraid of corraborat? 

= ing 
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as not for your Turn? *Tis too plain tis like t 
reſt of your Behaviour dirty and malicious. 


their Mainſails up and ſmall Sails in. He mig 


' might gain half a Mile an Hour; and as he ſu 


neither of them having, as I can find, given ani 
but the firſt Lieutenant is wiſer than the ſecond 
then here is the firſt and third againſt the ſecond 


and that is Two to One. What of that? If you 


by every experienced Sea Diſputant, that two Diſ- 


'and am perſuaded, that thoſe three Gentlemen 3s 


\ 22 ] 


ing Mr. Trant's Evidence in this Particular, a 
therefore overlook*d Lieutenant Fance's Depoſiti 


I ſhall now conſider what Mr. Trant ſa 
in relation to the Time the Dreadnought mig 
have come up. He believes it would have bet 
about ſix Hours, had the Enemy continued wi 


poſſibly judge that as the Dreadnought, before t 
Alteration of the Enemy's Sails, rather loſt tha 
gain'd upon them, ſo after ſuch Alteration 


poles her three Miles aſtern, muſt of courſe ma 
it ſix Hours; and it is neither impoſſible, nor im 
probable, but he might be right, and Mr. M 
Donald notwithſtanding he is firſt Lieutenand 
wrong, as allo Mr, Claus the third Lieutenand 


Reaſons for their Opinions any more than M 
Trant; they ſpoke as they believ'd, ſo did he 


fo then ſay I, is the ſecond than the third; bu 


Rule of Two to One, hold good in Sea diſputing 
as well as Sea fighting, it muſt be well underſtood 


putants againſt one, are not the great Odds 
which at firſt ſight they ſeem to be, the ſingle 
Diſputant being properly diſpos'd and being ſuf- 
ficiently mann'd, that is prepar'd with Reaſons for 
his Opinion, and that Mr. Trant is 1 don't doubt. 
Be that as it will, to prevent any Diſpute, I think, 


they were upon Oath, ſpoke their real Sentiments. 
And notwithſtanding you, Sir, poor — 
| | : ferenc 


[ 23 ] 
hence in Opinion, between the Gentlemen above, 

ae Mr. Tyrant, (who is ſecond) why he is fo 
auch wiſer than the firſt Lieutenant, as has been ob- 
ky'd before; yet if a Man may judge of your 


aß moughts by your writing, one muſt without 
112 (uple determine that you think yourſelf as wiſe 


the firſt A ——— 1 of G t B- n, and 
ih I had Reaſon to think you as much a Gen- 
WE ::man and as honeſt a Man. 1 5 
lam now to take Notice of the reſt of the E- 
dience in regard to the Diſtance, the Dread- 
bebt was ſuppoſed to be aſtern of the Enemy 
ien the Hampton- Court was abreaſt of the Head- 
rot of them; and alſo in regard to the Diſtance 
ie Hampton- Court was from the Headmoſt Ship 
ben abreaſt of her. Mr. Mac Donald, Mr. 
ant, Mr. Clans, Mr. Irvine and others aboard 
the Hampton-Court, as alſo ſeveral in the Dread- 
uabt agree that the Dreadnought was three Miles 
iteen, Mr. Kirk the Gunner ſays two Miles, 
lr. Hunter the Boatſwain ſays three or four; and 
Mr. Kirk or Mr. Hunter might be right and the 
chers (tho' more in Number and ſuperior Ofh- 
es) wrong, and yet all ſpeaking to the beſt of 
teir Judgments none can be blamed. Again, as 
W the Diſtance of the Hampton-Court from the 
Enemy when abreaſt, ſome ſay a Mile, others not 
Mile, ſome a Muſquet Shot, every one ſpeaks 
w he thinks, ſo that Mr. Trant's differing from 
Mr. Mac Donald and Mr. Clans, who are the only 
terſons that ſpeak to the Time the Dreadnought 
might come up, can no more invalidate his Evi- 
fence, than Mr. Kirk's and Mr. Hunter's can be 
wpeach'd for diſagreeing in Point of Diſtance 
"th ſo many; one ſaying the Dreadnought was two 
Miles aſtern, the other three or, four, and the 
ell who ſpeak to it agreeing her to be three. 
Notwithſtanding this diſagreement in the Evidence 
FF which 


1 
which, as I have obſerv*d before, muſt unavoid 
bly happen in C.-. es of this Nature where they 
to judge of Time and Diſtance, and which equal 
aftects the others who diſagree in their Opinidlf 
as well as Mr. Traut and William Valentine, all 
doth beyond diſpute ſhew that they were 
a prepar'd Evidence in the Euguirer's Senſe, n 
according to him all of a Tone, or inſtrut 
what to ſay ; yet theſe two are the only Perſolfi 
pitch'd upon as perjur'd, upon Account of thi 
_ diſagreeing with ſome of the reſt, and therefor 
as I obſery*d before, may be properly ſaid to 
brought into Company of a noble L—d, who 
tho* no way concern'd in the Affair, yet the E 
guirer with his uſual Modeſty and without an 
reſpect to his L p's dignity or apparent Rei 
Jon for ſo doing, has lugg'd in age 9.) an 
repreſented as one who will, when in his Power, H 
a Rewarder of Perjury. And that the Enquirf 
has ſo done in as plain Terms as he dar'd (havin 
no doubt in his Memory thoſe terrible Word 
(Scandalum magnatum) J leave to the Reader 
Judgment. His Words are, ſpeaking to My 
Trant, ** You will well deſerve a Ship if no bo 
dy goes beyond you, and a certain noble I 
** reſumes his former Dignity.” What can an 
one underſtand by theſe Words, but that as th 
Enquirer has repreſented Lieutenant Trans perl 

jur'd, the noble L———d when in Power will 

give him a Ship in reward of that Perjury. | 

What in the Name of Juſtice can this Nob! 
, L-=-d have done to provoke this proud, this in 
ſolent, this moſt audacious Defamer ? Has hal 
threaten'd to beat him? or he has actually done ſo i 
Tho? one would think that ſhould have made him; 
tame. Is this Honours Votary who pretends to 
inform and inſtruct the Honourable H—e 4 


mentions? Dare he ever ſhew his Head in pr” ; 
5 | | = W 4 
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oo has thus maliciouſly attack'd in private, not 
ai the Honour and Characters of fo many 

eentlemen, but of a Noble P—r too, without 

Wy apparent Provocation 7 No, his Buſineſs is 

Wy lic conceal'd, as mine ſhall be to bring him in- 

o ſght. | | LS 

: Ithink J have pretty well ſhewn the Enquirer 

o ebe a Compound of Pride, Malice, and 
WT Quixotiſm ; and I believe ſome if not all of my 

 kcaders will, by this Time, begin to perceive the 

WT nddy Water in which I at firſt ſuppoſed him 

o lic conceal'd, grow ſomewhat clearer, ' and 
MT fncy they have a Glimpſe of him, as I think I 

WT ny {elf have; and if any of them while J am 
. MEdcavouring to bring him to publick View as I 
ME jropos'd (and which I ſhall continue to proſecute 
„il effected) ſhould, being quicker ſighted than 


i nyſelf plainly diſcover him, I don't doubt but 
ey will for their own, and the publick Good, 
ze and convey him to a noted Building in 


Morfelds, where, and where only, I think he 
an be either pittied or pardon'd. Hs 

= Tho the Enquirer may, as I ſuppoſe, be diſtem- 

ber'd in his Brain, as all Quixots are more or lefs, 
jet as Madmen have at times their lucid Intervals, 
[ ſhall take upon me now and then to aſk him 
bme Queſtions, and as I have gone thro* with 
ne Evidence fo far as to make it, I believe ap- 
pear, that they were uncorrupt and imparrtial, 
ad have ſhewn the Enqguirer's Malice was not 
immediately levell'd at them, but at the Perſon 
n whoſe Cauſe, 2 oblig'd them to appear 
ad declare the Truth. I ſhall now, as I before 
propos'd, and have already in ſome: Meaſure 
done, ſhew where the Enquirer has deſignedly 
omitted any part of the Evidence with a view 
to conceal the Truth, and that falſe Facts and 

„5 Suppo- 


the ſame Day they loſt ſight. of the Sunderland | 
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Suppoſitions might paſs current with his Reader 
whom he has ſcandalouſly endeavour'd to miſlead 
He has theſe Words (Page 5-) ** I ſhall af 
s enter into the General Evidence concernin 
two of the four Ships, unleſs when the ſame WM 
<©* involy*d with the other two, if. that any whe 
happens.“ Again, (Page 13.) The Queſtiq 
then which immediately follows is, Whether 
Captain | n had ſtood nearer to ti 
Neptune, and engag*d her, the Dreadnous 
** and Sunderland would not probably have com 
up in good time?” - 
(Page 15.) If they had hawl'd up the 
** Courſes, the Dreadnought and Sunderland woul 
have come up. FE Eo 
(Page 16.) In conſequence thereof the Dread 

© nougbt would have had ſufficient Time to hav 
come up, and in conſequence of her coming upM 
* the Sunderland in due time alſo. 3 
The Reader will obferve by moſt of the Evil 
dence, and 1t 1s not diſputed, that the Hamptor 
Court, Dreadnought, Captain, and Sunderland 
were on the ſixth of January, 1744. in chacq 
of three Sail, that about two a Clock in the Af 
ternoon of the ſame Day che Captain ran to Lee 
ward after the ſmalleft of them, and about thai 
Time the Sunderland carried away her Main Top 
Maſt. | | . 
Captain #—hke, Commander of the Dread. 
noug ht, depoſes, that at five in the Afternoon ol 


and Captain. | . 
Mr. Yof. Kerby, Mr. Alexander Wilkie, and 

Mr. Fohn Harriſon, Lieutenants of the Sunder- 
land, all depoſe, that the next Morning they law i 
no other Ship but the Captain and the Veſſel ſhe 
had taken. | —”= 
ne From 


 _ 
W from hence it plainly appears, that the Sunder- 
was not in fight at the Time the Hampton- 


cad 

Wer: was abreaſt of the Enemy, any more than 
nin the Captain, and not being in fight, couldnot 
\« Wiſbly come up any more than the Captain could. 


oh! thou Enquirer, if thou now enjoyeſt thy 
Wd Interval Bluſb; if thou art not paſt it, I fay, if 
Wh art not paſt it Bluſb; and then let me aſk, how, 
you have dar'd ſo much, yet dar'd you to 
enpt thus groſly to impoſe on the Underſtand- 
of Mankind. If as it appears the Dreadnought 
ad not come up to aſſiſt the Hamplon- Court, 
Sigh but a League diſtant, how could that 
Wmmander (whoſe Honour and Character you 
Wire ſo baſely endeavour'd to wound and aſperſe) 
W:e& any Aſſiſtance from the Sunderland which 
Wn: out of fight? Have you not involv'd, to uſe 
yr your own Expreſſion, the Sunderland with 
Whit other two, and is not the Evidence alſo in- 
Wnlv'd? Why then if you would not enter into 
ee general Evidence concerning two of the four 
bs, why I ſay would you not enter into the par- 
Wicular Evidence of the Sunderland's three Lieute- 
WJ cents? Why; but that you hoped great Numbers 
night read your Enquiry, and without enquiring 
nd the Evidence take for granted this groſs Im- 
WT pfition ? This is worſe than the Hampton-Court's 
ring in Company with Sir John Balchen when he 
WJ "2s loſt, you had that Falſhood you ſay by Infor- 
nation, this a Contrivance of your own. ' 
(Page 10) It would be needleſs to puzzle the 
Reader with an Extract of the Evidence at 
* large, as he will have the Minutes before him 
„when he reads this.” I ſhall readily agree 
mth the Enquirer that it would be needleſs (and 
not to his purpoſe) 3 puzzle the Reader * 
. X* 


„ 
Extract of the Evidence at large, becauſe ther 
is none but makes againſt him, and tends to clea 
up the Character of the much and moſt unjuſt] 
injur'd Commander of the Hampton-Court, Bu 
before I go upon this Evidence, which will not 
as he ſays, puzzle, but inform the Reader, I muſt 
as it comes in my way, take Notice of his inge. 


nious Compariſon, of a Britiſb Ship of War to Ml 


W hore, and Honour to a Baſtard Child; and a 


he is ſo well acquainted with the Law in Relatio 
to the Murder of Baſtard-Children, as to allo 

in caſe the Mother has provided for her lying in 
and proves it by Evidence, it is in her Favour: 


I would aſk, who are ſo proper to be Evidence 


as the Perſons that by the Mother's Orders made 
or provided the Neceſſaries; and if it was not their 


Duty to make or provide them, being paid for ſc 
doing by the Mother, or the Maſter of the Mother, 
ſappoſing her a Servant? And pray, who ſo pro- 
per to beexamin'd in this Gaſe of a ſuppos'd Mur- 


der of Honour as the Perſons, who by the Mother's 


Order made or provided the Neceſſaries for her 
lying in, tho? their Duty obliged them to do ſo, 
being paid for it by the Maſter of the Mother 
of Honour? And why the Proof of the Baby- 
Clouts being provided for the natural Brat, Ho- 
nour, ſhould not be taken as much in Favour of the 
Britiſh Ship of War, the Mother of Honour her 
natural Brat, as the Proviſion made by a Whore, 
or by her Order for her Baſtard- Child, is taken in 
Favour of her? Perhaps you'll give for Reaſon 
Captain 11 — , who is no Quixot and a Rela- 
tion of a certain L- —d, commanded the Bri- 
ziſh-Ship of War, and as ſuch. is Mother of the 
natural Brat, Honour, and as ſuch ſhall not have 
the Favour allow'd to a. Whore, * 


( 29 ) | 
e Caſe be the ſame , but ſhall ri ght or wrong be | 


1er( | 

e mud up. What hang the Mother of Honour, 
no has been try*d and ſo clearly prov'd innocent 
Bud the Murder? Tes; for it will not affect the 


Invirer, who is neither Father or Mother of, 
any way related to Honour, This I believe, 
ud do therefore think he deſerves not the Ho- 
wir of providing Honour's Baby- Clouts. I ſhall 
lere ſhew how needleſs it was for the Enquirer to 
mzzle the Reader with an Extract of the Evi- 
fence at large; and firſt had he given him the 
Evidence of Captain F-—kz, who commanded 
the Dreadnought, he muſt have ſhewn, ** that he 
* was in Pain leaſt the Hampton-Court ſhould 
© come to an Engagement with the Enemy at ſo 
great a Diſadvantage, and thereby be difabled 
before he could get up to her Aſſiſtance,” He 
muſt have ſhewn too that all the Officers of 
the two Ships, as well as both the Captains, una- 
iimouſly agreed that it would be raſh and impru- 

(ent to engage the Enemy under the Diſadvan- 
age they then lay. What was there not one 
Wind-Mill fighter, one Quixot, amongſt ſo 

nany Officers, not one in either Ship to oppoſe 

tte Reſolution not to engage? No not one, every 
nan concerned in the murder of Honour. I'm 

ud in Caſes of Murder there are no Acceſſaries, 

Mare Principals, and therefore all muſt be hang d. 
No, ſhew ſome - mercy however; truſs up the 

Mother and the Enquirer will be contented. ; 

Tthink they ſay, 'tis a Practice in the Navy, 
on any Emergency, for the Captain to conſult 
"itt and take the Opinion of his Officers, as was 
lone on board both theſe Ships. If ſo, to what pur- 
poſe is it if after they come to a Reſolution the 
Captain acts directly contrary to it, thy? n | 
8 1 e 
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he may do ſo and be look*d upon as a Hero if 
comes off with Succeſs z yet I queſtion whether 
would not run the Hazard of his Neck ſhould 
looſe the King's Ship, and whether the Engu; 
would not be the firſt Man to put a Halter abd 
As I have juſt before cited part of Capt 
F—kes Depoſition, I can't help here taking n 
tice of the Enguirer's Partiality in favour of hi 
This Captain, he allows, could not come up, whi 
is true beyond doubt ; but he could when Capt: 
1 ſhortned fail and ſpoke to him, have giv 
it as his Opinion, that the Hampton-Court ought 
engage the Enemy, and if he had done ſo Capta 
M muſt, and being juſtifiable, (as I ſuppo 
I don't doubt would have come to Action, tho! co 
trary to his own and Officers Opinion; but Captaif 
Fe reaſon'd as Captain M——17 and the Office 
of both Ships did, and all Men in their Senſes woule 
and therefore agreed it was not proper to engag 
and having ſo done both Captains are upon t 
ſame footing, notwithſtanding which, as he laſh 
Mr. Joſ. Mead and ſpared Lieutenant Mac Donal! 
ſo here he ſpares Captain F—ke, while out « 
Malice he laſhes Captain M—z, As I hopet 
Enquirer's lucid Interval ſtill continues, I ſhall a 
him this Queſtion, which I deſire he will reſol 
me, and that is, As he has in behalf of the N: 
tion done what no body elſe but himſelf eithe 
dar'd, knew how, or could do, wrote on this ! 
portant Subject; I ſay, I deſire he will give me 
Reaſon why he did not, on the Nation's behalf 
endeavour to bring about an Enquiry into th 
Miſcarriage of a certain Armament by Sea anc 
Land within his Memory, (with which this Affe 


holds no more Compariſon, than the Mole-hill 
5 | | where! 
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vhereon he has placed his Frenchman, does to the 
ligh Land of Santa Martha, which perhaps he 
may have ſeen) and which Miſcarriage the Nation 
hs imputed to the Pride and Haughtineſs of a 
ertain Sea Officer, and I don't doubt as good a 
ane as himſelf? I ſuppoſe he was as capable of 
writing then as now, but not ſo willing and 
. 1 

The Enguirer tell us, our Captains when 
they dont know what to do with a Ship, lay 
* the Fault on the Builder, as if our Ships were 
not as good as the Enemy's; when we well 
*know on ſome bad Occaſions they prove much 
© better.” (Page 24.) and again, And at this 
« Time of Day, when our Men are as good as 
„ever, and our Ships _better.” As I am not 
kiltd in building any more than in working 
of Ships, I can't pretend to ſay whether our Ships 
are as good as the Enemy's, and better than 
ever, but ſhall ſhew the Opinion of a great Sea- 
Officer (equal I believe in Judgment to the Eu- 
quirer) in regard to our Ships, in a Letter of his 
to a certain Board, dated 18% of June, 1744, 
fince which Time I can't conceive that we have 
much improv*d, or France and Spain declined in 
the Art of Ship-building. 

Page 9. of that Letter he ſays, I remember 
* the two fineſt Ships of their Rank, that ever I 
* ſaw at Sea, were the old Royal Sovereign, and 
the old Royal Oat; they had fine Batteries 
* of Guns; they were ſtiff Ships that could 
"*tiſe them, when any Ship could carry out a 
ts _ Battery, good Sailers and good Road- 
* ſters. | 7 5 

Page 10. ſpeaking of the two French Ships that 
took the Northumberland, he ſays, One of them 
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eis call'd 68 Guns, and ſaid to have had 700 


© Ship-building, at a Time when both France and 
Spain have been greatly improving in it.“ 
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one was the Neptune of 74 Guns and 680 Men, 
and the other the Heuron of 64 Guns and 600 
JJ 
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Men; the other 64 Guns, and 650 Men, and 
does not doubt but their 64 Gun Ships are 0 
<< greater. Dimenſions than ours, and at leaſt as 
big as our 70 Gun Ships.“ ; 

Page 11. That he has given it as his Opinion, 
in private as well as in publick, that the arbitrary 
„Power with which a half experienced and half 
s judicions Sr of the Navy hath been en- 
<.truſted, had, in his Opinion, half ruined the 
46 Navy.“ 3 * | 
Page 14. ſpeaking of the S r ſays, © He 
has made ours a declining Navy in the Art of 


DI 
Wm 


> a = 


w—y— —__ — eg 


© A 


— - BZ — 


I ſhall leave it to the Reader's Conſideration, 
whether the Leiter Writer or the Enquirer be in the 
right; that they greatly differ is certain, and if 
our Ships are not ſo good as thoſe of France and 
Spain, or as they formerly were, yet the Captains 
are certainly in the wrong to lay the Fault on the 
Builder, if what the Letter Writer ſays be true, 
and which I don't take upon me to diſpute, that 
the Sr has half ruined the Navy. 

This Letter leads me to take notice of the Ez- 
quirer's charging Mr. Bon Chien with not ſpeak- 
ing the Truth, when examined upon his Honour, 
He ſays (ſpeaking of the two French Ships) that 
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The Reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that Mr. 
Bon Cbien has given the Number of Men in theſe 
two Ships leſs in proportion to the Number of 
Guns than were thoſe on board the two Ships 
that took the Northumberland; and it is w — 

| ; 5 ſonable 
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fnable to ſuppoſe, that if he were inclinable to 
firm a Falſhood upon his Honour, he would 
ther have diminiſh'd than added to the Num- 
ber of Men, as it would, in ſome meaſure, excuſe 
the two French Ships running away from the 
Hampton-Court and Dreadnought, the firſt of 64 
Guns and 500 Men, the other 60 Guns and 400 
Men, But, to pleaſe the Enquirer, I will fup- 
poſe that Mr. Bon Cbien did not (as he ſays) ſpeak 
the Truth, and that the two French Ships had 
rot ſo many Men as he upon his Honour has 
firm'd they had: And what will he make of 
t? Nothing ; unleſs he can ſhew that Captain. 
M —- M could have fent an Officer on board 
to muſter them, or that the Commanders of thoſe 
Ships had been ſo complaiſant as upon their: 
Honours to haye ſent him the Number of their, 
Men; and I don't doubt, but the Enquirer him- 
felt, ſhould he ever meet with two Freuch Ships, 
me of 64 and the other of 74 Guns, would 
judge they were mann'd as uſual, and that the 
French carry more Men, in proportion to their 
Guns than we do every one knows. 1 
Having, as I think, clear'd Mr. Bon Chien 

om any Imputation of Breach of Honour, which 
[ hope 1 ſhall be excuſed doing, although he be 
a Enemy, I ſhall now with great Eaſe and Sa- 
tation clear thoſe who are, or have been at the 
Head of the A—ty, from an Aſperſion ob- 
lquely thrown on them by our Drawcanfir the 
nquirer, . IS 
_ (Page 27. If thoſe who are or have been at 
g the Head of the Ad —ty will tell the Truth, 
the whole Truth, it will appear, that the Intereſt 
„Sea Officers make for particular Stations, is 
where moſt Prizes are to be taken, * = 
«Cc ealt 
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* leaſt likelihood of meeting Ships of Force.“ 
I ſhan't ſuppoſe that thoſe who are, or have been! 
at the Head of the Ad—ty will tell you or any 
other impertinent Sea-Officer, the Truth, the 
whole Truth, but J ſhall ſuppoſe, nay am certain, 
that they may tell it without any Reflection on 
themſelves, or any Sea-Officer, that may have 
deſired a particular Station; for if there be any 
particular Station where moſt Prizes are to be 
taken, muſt not ſome Sea- Officer be appointed 

for that Station? if ſo, pray where is the Crime 
in any Sca-Officer's aſking for ſuch Station, or the 
Head of the Honourable B— 4's granting it? 
And would not you, were you at the Hcad of 
that B -—d, give the Preference to a Relation 
or Friend if you had any? But as I apprehend you 
are not, and by your Behaviour I preſume never 
will, Would not you if you had the Command 
of a Ship.of War, and a Friend at that Honoura- 
ble B—d (which I muſt own I think you are not 
likely to have there or any where elſe) would 
not you deſire a Station where moſt Money was to 
be got, or would you as a Votary to Honour, 
ſhould you be appointed for ſuch a Money- 
getting Station, deſire to be. excuſed, and that 
you might be ſent on another, where more 
Honour was likely to be got, when the Officer 
appointed for that Honour-getting Station was as 
well qualified for it as yourſelf ? Sure I am that 
you would not, at leaſt in your lucid Inter- 
val. 

Having examined into the Enquiry as far 3s 
I deſigned, and ſhewn the wide Difference be- 
tween Courage and Quixotiſm, I ſhall now ſub- 
mit it to the Reader's Judgment, whether or no 
J have made appear the Enguirer's Intention 8 


3 


0.88) 

 nlicious, and whether I have drawn him out 
We ublick View as I propoſed. And though 1 
n 10 Enemy to Enquiries, where there appears 
n Intention of. ſerving the Publick, yet I could 
(in Juſtice to that injured Gentleman the 
m der of the H. C 7s Character) 
uendeavour to ſet in a true Light the Enguirer's 

kk Deſign; notwithſtanding which that he may 

k 1 bear him no Malice, I ſhall give him 
Advice, which I hope may have its deſir'd 
fect, it being contained in fix Words only, 
"REPENT AND WRITE NO MORE, © 
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